Game Report May 2008

May was generally a dry month in the Mara. A littén fell early on in the month and morning
temperatures averaged around 17 degrees celciesgriisslands are now drying out after the
rains and the long grass is awaiting the arrivahefwildebeest herds.

The big news to report from May is the unexpectaiva of the Zebras in huge numbers!
Thousands of them are in our area of the Mara aayehe Musiara Marsh, Paradise and Topi
Plains. These Zebra are the residents of an astatthe Masai Mara Game Reserve and they
normally migrate into the Reserve every year big ylear the migration has happened earlier
than we would expect, this may be due to compaetifar grazing with Masai Cattle in the
concession areas bordering the Game Reserve. Thra Bave been filing down towards the
Mara River in large herds and towards the end efntonth we were seeing zebra crossing the
Mara River on an almost daily basis. The residentadiles seem delighted as their annual
feeding frenzy arrived a few months early and weehseen very large crocodiles maneuvering
into strategic crossing points along the River.tBm23? 500 Zebras crossed the Mara River, on
the 28" a further 200 crossed with the crocodiles snatghirtouple of zebra on each occasion,
and on the 3D around a very large herd crossed the Mara Riveér6awere taken by crocodiles.
On another occasion twelve Thomson Gazelles braweely the plunge and crossed the River
ahead of the Zebra herd, sadly all twelve Thomsanelles were taken by crocodiles and the
following herd of Zebra all managed to cross withimeident! The following day many Zebra
were seen crossing again and our driver-guides rie@dahat these are the best sightings of
Zebra crossings we have had in many years.

ik
A herd of Zebra filing down to the Mara River

With good grazing around the Marsh, small herd&lahd, our resident Impala herds, Defassa
waterbuck, warthog families, male Grants Gazellebs alarge herd of around 300 Cape Buffalo
with very young claves have all been seen daithéarea.



The large elephant herd (numbering around 150akse enjoying the good grazing around the
Marsh and on the plains. The little ellies are gmmwvbigger and stronger by the day and
providing a lot of wonderful entertainment for gtsesnd guides alike, some of the teenage
males have been seen running around trumpetinglaasing the zebra and topi grazing on the
edge of the Marsh.

The male black rhino “Jackman” has been seen otRavadise Plain, and early on in the month
at 07:00am he was with a female black rhino an@dlaaose to ten number 5 at Governors’
Private Camp, they were browsing quietly for a fesurs and at around 10:30am they crossed
the River in front of camp disappeared into thesbr

The Bila Shaka/Marsh Pride of lions have been gatiell with the sudden influx of Zebra. The
females and their five cubs have been feeding dirazand Topi kills. The dark maned lion
Pavarotti who was injured in April is continuing lteal. We were delighted to discover that one
of the females has two new cubs which have justh ligeoduced to the rest of the Pride which
now has a total of seven little cubs. One male arfemale were seen mating so there may be
more on the way, all very good signs of a healthgep

The five young males ousted from the Bila Shakad’have been also been feeding well this
month. They have taken over the territory arounch@iae Plain and seem to be specialising in
hunting hippo. In the last 10 days of May theyddlithree hippo which they devoured with the
help of a large pack of spotted Hyena.

Out on the plains the lone male cheetah has bestmigumpala and another male has also been
hunting Thomson Gazelles towards Paradise Plain.

The leopard Pole Pole and her son Kijana have been on a daily basis between the forest and
the Marsh, they have been watching and huntingutitelope grazing on the verges of the Marsh.
The new large male leopard has also been makingrbsence felt in the forest near Il Moran
Camp and the other single male has been skirtie@dge of the forest on the other side towards
Governors’ Private Camp.



The UK’s BBC has been filming Big Cat Diary in tMasai Mara for over 10 years. This year
the Big Cat team will be back to make the latesieseand it promises to be one of the most
exciting ever with a new style and a few surpriggsch will be revealed over the coming
months!

As part of the new style, the team are keen toigediouch with anyone who has filmed
interesting big cat behaviour in the Mara in th&t l@w years. Have you captured a male lion
fight on camera? Witnessed an unusual bit of eaabiour? Even filmed Big Cat Diary’s star
animals and what they get up to when the Big Gawaren't there?

If you think you have some interesting footage hars, the BBC’s Big Cat crew would love to
hear from you. Please send a brief descriptioyoaf video (including what format the original
material was shot on) tmlin.jackson@bbc.co.uénd put BIG CAT VIDEO in the subject field.

And finally our Hero of the month is definitely Igriime friend of The Governors’ family and
founder and trustee of the Loldia School Trust; sesmdDavenport. Andrew and six of his
friends will be commencing the 900 mile cycle fraiands End to John O’ Groats in the United
Kingdom in five days. He is doing this to raisedsrfor the Loldia School Fund and Cancer
Research UK. Whilst Loldia Primary School has weetl the worst of the ethnic violence in
the country remarkably well the numbers at the sthave been swollen by those fleeing the
troubles. At the school the Trust is building tweanclassrooms in partnership with a large local
farm and the money Andrew is hoping to raise wiklgle three more classrooms to be built. If
you would like to support Andrew or find out motaoat the Loldia School Trust then here are

the links.

We hope to share the magic of our corner of theaMath you sometime soon.
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